
 

 

 
 

 

Ohio’s “Singing Ambassadors of Goodwill” 
 

What is the All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir? 
 The All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir (AOSFYC) was founded in 1963 by Glenville D. Thomas, 

who led the Youth Choir in concerts for thousands of visitors at the Ohio State Fair, directed them in a 

number of European tours and took them to several national parades.  Championed by four-term governor 

James A. Rhodes, the Choir has sung for several gubernatorial inaugurations and was named Ohio’s 

“Singing Ambassadors of Goodwill” by the state legislature. 

 Since 1992 the All-Ohio Youth Choir has been led by Charles R. Snyder of Coshocton.  He and 

his staff have emphasized vocal health – vitally important for the Fair’s outdoor performances and 

unpredictable weather conditions, and commissioned new works which the AOSFYC has premiered. 

 Five days before the opening of the Ohio State Fair, the new Choir meets at the Ohio Expo Center 

in Columbus and launches into a rigorous schedule that includes vocal training; sessions on vocal health; 

part, sectional and full rehearsals; solo auditions; and marching instruction.  Once the Fair opens, the 

Youth Choir sings six to eight concerts a day, marching up to ten miles each day to various performance 

sites around the 360-acre fairgrounds.  The 2009 Choir learned, memorized, polished, and performed 63 

songs in 104 performances.   

 

What makes the Ohio State Fair special? 
 The Ohio State Fair originated in 1850 and is one of the largest state fairs in the country.  Each 

year, the Fair attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors.  Some popular activities of fair-goers and choir 

members include: 

 --Strolling through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Park, the scenic “Central 

  Park” of the fairgrounds 

 --Gliding on the Sky Ride high above the Midway, and enjoying other Midway attractions 

 --Sampling deep-fried anything “on a stick”  

 --Shopping at the Bricker and Commercial buildings 

 --Discovering the butter cow and other butter sculptures 

 --Exploring the assorted animal barns 

 --Browsing representations of some of Ohio’s finest crafts, horticulture, and other projects 

 --Experiencing the assorted displays of leadership skills demonstrated through the  

  number of youth organizations such as: the Choir, the All-Ohio State Fair Band, 

  4-H, FFA, Scouts, the Ohio Farm Bureau, and the Junior Fair Board 

 These and many other exciting opportunities are made possible by the year-long work of the Ohio 

Expositions Commission and their Staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My AOSFYC experience was 

nothing short of thrilling.  I got to 

spend 18 days doing what I love with 

people who love it as much as I do.  

It is something I will never forget.”  

      - Holly Willer, AOSFYC alumna 



Tell me more! 
WHO: Any student in grades 9-12 may apply. Singers will be selected on the basis of their musical 

ability and experience, their teacher’s recommendation, and the consent of their parent or guardian. 

 

WHEN: July 22 through August 8, 2010.  Only singers available the entire 18 days should apply. 

 

WHERE: The 200 Choir members live on site at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus, and are housed in 

the Rhodes Center complex.  Students are under capable, experienced adult leadership night and day.  

Each day, three balanced meals are provided in the Rhodes Center cafeteria at no charge. 

 

MUSIC: A variety of music will be rehearsed and performed to develop the Choir’s 2010 theme, “Let 

There Be Peace.” Music will include patriotic songs, spirituals, show tunes, folk songs, novelty 

arrangements, and several pieces composed or arranged especially for the Choir. 

 

COSTS: Other than personal spending money, the only cost to the choir members is the expense of the 

music packet (approximately $75), the cost of 2 or more choir uniforms (approximately $40 each), and a 

choir jacket ($24).  Other costs (approximately $600 per participant!) are underwritten by the Ohio 

Expositions Commission.  (As a comparison, fees for similar 18-day musical experiences in 2008 

ranged from $865 to $2,830!) 

 

OTHER: All applicants must have the approval and recommendation of their director, and must have 

their applications signed by their parent or guardian, regardless of the age of the student. 
         

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than March 31, 2010.  The selection 

process cannot begin until all applications have been received.  Applicants are evaluated individually and 

then in comparison to other applicants of the same voice part.  With approximately 600 singers to 

consider, it is an involved process.  

 Once decisions have been finalized, all applicants will be notified of their status by mail, usually 

in late May. 

 

What’s the most important part of the experience? 
 If you ask singers, they will surely say “the friendships” and then “the amazing music.” If you ask 

members of the Youth Choir Staff this question, they will answer “health and safety.” 

 The Youth Choir Staff works in conjunction with the on-site Ohio State Highway Patrol and the 

Fair’s First Aid Staff to help ensure that the singers remain safe and healthy.  There is also a licensed 

EMT on the Youth Choir Staff. 

 An important feature of the Youth Choir experience places students in small groups with other 

rookie singers, with returning members who serve as mentors, and two staff members.  Each group - or 

“opus”- meets daily during the Fair to share thoughts and check in with one another.  Often, these groups 

provide opportunities for singers to develop their closest friendships. 

 

Who are the leaders of the Choir? 
The AOSFYC Staff: competent, capable, caring – words that aptly describe this enthusiastic and 

multi-talented team of professionals.  More than half are respected educators in their home communities; 

two-thirds are Youth Choir alumni who have lived the AOSFYC experience. They are assisted by six 

counselors-in-training, all Youth Choir alumni who have completed one or more years of college. 

 More than half of the Staff members are volunteers. All use precious vacation time or take unpaid 

leave from their jobs to be part of the Youth Choir’s “engine.”  Together, the All-Ohio Youth Choir Staff 

has participated in 287 Ohio State Fairs as members of the Choir, Band, and/or Staff! 

 

“We really appreciate how you take any child and make them yours: if they need to be pushed, you 

push them; if they need to be slowed down, you slow them down; if they need a hug, you hug them.  

Thanks so much for all your care.”  -Teri and Mike Williams, parents of two AOSFYC alumni 



 

 

Name __________________________________________________________________  Age _____________  
 (Last) (First) (Middle) 
 

Street Address _________________________________________  Preferred Name ___________________  

 

City ____________________________________ ZIP ___________ County  ___________________________ 

 

Home Phone # __________________      Cell Phone __________________    Date of Birth _______________ 
                                (Area Code)                                                                (Area Code)                                                               (Month/Day/Year)           
 

High School _________________________________  Choral Director _______________________________  

 

School Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Street) (City) (ZIP) 

 

Grade you are in: (2009-2010 School Year) Home E-mail address:  ___________________________ 
 

  Circle one: 9  10  11  12 
 

Voice Part:  Circle parts you can sing and draw a box around the part you prefer to sing: 

 

 SI SII AI AII TI TII BI BII 
 

Vocal Range: 

  

Sample: Soprano or Alto:  

 

 

If you are in doubt,      

    don’t guess – ask your teacher! Tenor or Bass:  

 

List any instruments you play proficiently: 

 Instrument Years you have played: Years of private study: 
 

 _________________________________  ________ - ________  ________ - ________ _  

 _________________________________  ________ - ________  ________ - ________ 

If you have studied voice, complete the following: 

Private study with __________________________ from ___________ , _______ to ____________, ________ 
 (Month)           (Year)              (Month)          (Year) 

List school, church, community, or professional groups in which you have sung.  Include any musical awards, 

scholarships, contest ratings or honors: 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

Please list any other  non-musical interests or hobbies you may have or any non-musical activities in which 

you participate: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ALL-OHIO STATE FAIR YOUTH CHOIR 
2010 Application for Membership 

July 22 – August 8, 2010 

Last Name: ___________________ 

 

Circle Voice Part:   S    A    T    B 

Please type - or print legibly - in black ink. 

 

 

For Choir  

Office use 

Only 

  

 



If you are an alumnus/alumna of the AOSFYC, which year(s)?  _______________________ 

 

If accepted as a member of the All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir, I agree to report at the designated time to the Rhodes 

Center at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus, and to remain during the entire period of the Fair, except in an emergency.  I 

am also willing to abide by the rules and regulations set by the Fair and the Director, and to conduct myself in such a 

manner so as to be a credit to my school, my community, my instructors, my parents, and myself.  I understand that any 

infringement of the rules can cause me to be sent home.  I agree that the information filled in on this form is accurate to 

my knowledge and that my choral director has completed (or will complete) the portion below. 

 

Applicant’s Signature ________________________________________________________  Date _______________  

 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature __________________________________________________  Date _______________  
     If you are an alumnus/alumna of the AOSFYC, what year(s)? __________________________ 

To Be Completed by Applicant’s Choral Director 
Please rate this student’s vocal ability and citizenship characteristics on a standard you would expect to find in a select group such as 

an All-City, All-County, or All-District Honors Choir.  A lesser rating will not necessarily eliminate a singer.  Thank you for your 

evaluation.  PLEASE CHECK ALL INFORMATION ON REVERSE SIDE FOR COMPLETION AND ACCURACY! 
 

Please circle the appropriate rating:   Outstanding Good Acceptable Poor 
 

 Intonation 1 2 3 4 

 Tone quality 1 2 3 4 

 Diction 1 2 3 4 

 Sight reading 1 2 3 4 

 Ability to hold on to his/her part 1 2 3 4 

 Maturity 1 2 3 4 

 Moral Character 1 2 3 4 
 

Please check the appropriate response: Always Often Rarely Never 
  

   1.  Exhibits a positive attitude ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   2.  Well-mannered ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   3.  Enthusiastic ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   4.  Focused on task ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   5.  Can sustain long periods of work ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   6.  Self-disciplined, responsible ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   7.  Enjoys working hard ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   8.  Follows directions ___ ___ ___ ___ 

   9.  Accepts criticism well ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 10.  Shows concern for high-quality work ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 11.  Cooperative with director ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 12.  Supportive of others ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 13.  Demonstrates emotional stability  ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 14.  Expressive in performance ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 

If you like, you may use this space or an additional piece of paper to write a personal recommendation. 
 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Signature _____________________________________________    Telephone number ________________  

     If you are an alumnus/alumna of the AOSFYC, what year(s)?  ______________        (Please circle phone type: school, cell, home.) 

Application must be postmarked by March 31, 2010. 
 

Mail to: Charles R. Snyder, All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir; 550 Cambridge Road; Coshocton, OH  43812-2272 


